
 

 

Welcome Back Newsletter 21.09.2026 

 

Message from Mrs Ward 



It is a real pleasure to welcome everyone back to Ravensthorpe Primary Academy after the 

summer holidays. I hope you all had a lovely and restful break. It has been wonderful to see 

the school full of life again and to welcome our children back into their classrooms. 

We have so much to look forward to this year and, as always, we are committed to providing 

a happy, positive and engaging environment where every child feels valued, supported and 

challenged to achieve their full potential. 

We were delighted to welcome our new CEO, Mr David Atter, to Ravensthorpe and to receive 

some feedback about our children and the work taking place across school. 

Mr Atter was particularly impressed by how seamlessly our Reception pupils have settled 

into school life. He also commented that the focus throughout school was exceptional and 

impressive, noting the strong routines already firmly embedded across our classrooms. 

This wonderful feedback is a real credit to our children and the whole staff team, and we are 

incredibly proud of the positive attitudes to learning our pupils demonstrate every day. 

As much as we love receiving positive feedback and celebrating the achievements of our 

children and staff, we never rest on our laurels. We are always striving to improve, develop 

and move forward. We want to build on our successes, continually raise our expectations and 

provide the very best experiences and opportunities for every child at Ravensthorpe. 

We have lots of exciting plans for the year ahead and know that we cannot achieve them 

without the continued support and partnership of our parents, carers and wider school 

community. 

Our door is always open. Whether you need help or advice, have a question or concern, or 

simply need a word with someone, please talk to us. By working together, we can achieve so 

much more for our children. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our children, our staff and our school. 

Here’s to a fantastic year ahead at Ravensthorpe Primary Academy! 



OPAL Lunchtimes 

 

 

1 - OPAL Clothing - being prepared for the weather  

The children are enjoying their OPAL lunchtimes and so far we have been lucky to have some lovely weather! So that 
children can continue to play on all the equipment in all weathers, they must have wellies, spare clothes, waterproofs and 
sun hats.  These must be named and kept on their pegs. Unfortunately, children will not be able to play in the sand on the 

field or build dens in wet weather if they have not got wellies. Please speak to Mrs Burgess, Miss Bryan, Mrs Mac or the 
office if you need help with providing these things for your children. 



Homework 

 

We hope this information makes the homework expectations clear for your child's year 

group. 

• Homework will be set on the Seesaw app. Please speak to your child's class teacher if 

you are having trouble logging in. 

• Children on the Read Write Inc reading programme have a reading folder containing 

their spellings and reading book. Folders must be in school on Friday so that 

homework and books can be changed.. 

• In EYFS/KS1 children will have a 'Numbots' login which is stuck into their homework 

folder. 

• In KS2 children have a login for Time Tables Rockstars. This has been sent home. 

Please contact the school office if this has been lost. 

• All children should have a small bag to keep their reading books in. Named Book bags 

are best for this. These can be kept in their tray. It is important to keep reading books 

away from water bottles so that they do not get damaged. 

If you have any questions about homework or need further support, please speak to you 

child's class teacher at the end of the day in the first instance. 

Attendance Matters - Everyday Counts 

As we begin the new school year, we remain focused and vigilant when it comes to 

attendance. Every school day matters, and regular attendance supports children’s learning, 

progress, wellbeing, friendships and positive routines. 



We have may attendance incentives in place some of which include:- 

• The chance to win a bike at the end of the year 

• Termly class prizes for the best attendance such as pizza awards  

• Weekly class attendance challenges which are hugely popular 

• Individual targeting recognizing improved attendance such as stickers from the Head 

Teacher 

We recognise that families can sometimes experience difficulties, so if there are issues 

affecting your child’s attendance, please talk to us. There are no silly questions. We are here 

to listen, support and work alongside you – not to judge. 

PE Days 

Please see below for your child’s PE day. Please make sure they come to school wearing their 

PE kit on the correct day.            

EYFS  - Monday & Thursday 

Year 1  - Wednesday & Thursday 

Year 2  - Monday & Friday 

Year 3  - Tuesday & Friday 

Year 4  - Tuesday & Thursday 

Year 5  - Tuesday & Wednesday 

Year 6  - Wednesday & Friday 

Parent Cafes 

We will be holding regular Parent Cafés throughout the school year. These are a chance for 

parents and carers to join us, find out more about what is happening in school and discuss 

important topics and upcoming events. 

Please see the dates below and save them in your diary. We look forward to seeing you! 

EYFS - Wednesday 30th September 2;30pm-3pm 

Year 1 & 2 - Tuesday 29th September 

Year 3 & 4 - Wednesday 7th October 9am-10am 

Year 5 - Tuesday 20th October 9am-10am 



Year 6  - Thursday 24th September 2:30pm-3pm 

After School Clubs 

There are still spaces available in our after-school clubs! Take a look at the poster below to 

see what’s on each day. Places can be booked through Arbor. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Our Ravensthorpe Primary Academy Open Day is on Thursday 24th September, with 

sessions at 10.00am and 5.30pm. 

If you have a child starting Reception in September 2027, or you have friends who’s children 

attend a different school and may be interested, this is a fantastic opportunity to meet our 

team, look around the school and discover everything Ravensthorpe has to offer. We also 

warmly welcome families considering transferring children into other year groups. 

Please share the date with friends and family. If you are unable to attend either session, 

contact our office team and we will be happy to arrange another convenient time for you to 

visit. 



 



 

☕ Coffee Morning – Thursday 24th September 

Join us in the school hall from 9:00–9:45am for a friendly Coffee Morning with our Mental 

Health and Wellbeing Support Team. This session will focus on supporting your child with 

anxiety, with practical tips, helpful strategies and time to ask questions. 

All parents and carers are welcome! 🌿 

🌍 Global Goals Day – Friday 25th September! 🌍 

We’re getting ready for our annual Global Goals Day! Each class will be learning all about a 

different country and celebrating its culture. 

Children can come to school dressed in the colours of their class country or wear traditional 

clothing from their own home country if they wish. 

🌎 Which country is your child’s class exploring? Check out the list above! 



We can’t wait for a fantastic day of learning and celebrating our amazing world! 🌍✨ 

 

A few dates for your diary 

Week beginning 19th October - Parents Evening - more details to follow 

Friday 23rd October - Training day - School closed to children 

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October - Half term 

Monday 2nd November - Training day - School closed to children 

Thursday 12th November - Disco  

Friday 13th November - Children in Need 

Thursday 3rd December - Winter Fair 

Thursday 10th December - Christmas Dinner and Wear Something Festive day 

Thursday 17th December - last day of term - 1:15pm finish 

Family Olympics 

We had a brilliant start with our Family Olympics Day. It was wonderful to see such a 

fantastic turnout from our parents and families, and I would like to thank everyone who 

came along and took part. We had a turnout out of around 50 parents which is really great 



Despite the weather not quite being on our side, we had a fantastic afternoon filled with fun, 

enthusiasm and plenty of friendly competition! The children thoroughly enjoyed having their 

families involved and the opportunity to compete alongside them. Events such as this are a 

lovely reminder of the importance of our school community and the difference it makes 

when families and school come together. 

🏊 Our Pop-Up Pool is a Huge Hit! 

We’re delighted to have the Pop-Up Pool back at school this term, and it has already been a 

huge success! 

Having the pool right here on our school site is helping us make great progress towards 

meeting children’s swimming expectations, while also making swimming an exciting and 

memorable experience for our pupils. The children have been absolutely thrilled to have a 

swimming pool at school! 

Our Year 6 children are currently enjoying their swimming lessons, with Year 5 due to start 

shortly. We’ve also been able to offer an after-school swimming club for Year 4, giving even 

more children the opportunity to develop their swimming skills. 

It’s fantastic to see so many children enjoying the benefits of having swimming right on our 

doorstep!                



Important Dates 
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