
                  Ravensthorpe Primary School          Reading Curriculum Key Text Spine 
 

 Autumn 1  
Me and My World  

Autumn 2  
My Heroes  

Spring 1 
Castles, Knights and 
Dragons 

Spring 2 
Spring in our Step  

Summer 1 
Where we live 

Summer 2 
Science detectives  

EYFS Colour Monster – Anna 
Llenas 
 

Owl Babies – Martin 
Waddell  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supertato – Paul Linnet and 
Sue Hendra 

Cops and Robbers – Alan 
Alhberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juniper Jupiter – Lizzy 
Stewart 

 
 
 
 

Nursery Rhymes (Humpty 
Dumpty, The Grand Old Duke 
of York) 
 
After the Fall – Dan Santat  

 
George and the Dragon – 
Chris Wormell 

 

The Enormous Turnip – Irene 
Yates 

 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar- 
Eric Carle   

The Extraordinary Gardener – 
Sam Boughton 

  

The Jolly Postman – 
Janet and Alan Ahlberg  

 
In Every House, On 
Every Street – Jess 
Hitchman 

 
Chapatti Moon – Pippa 
Goodhart  

 

Whatever Next? – Jill 
Murphy  

 
On the Way Home – Jill 
Murphy  

 
Aliens Love Underpants – 
Claire Freedman  
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The Knight who said No! – 
Lucy Rowland  

 
 

Writing 
Focus  

Non-chron 
report/Instruction/ 

Narrative Newspaper/Non-chron report  Narrative (Rainbow Bear) Explanation 
Text/Biography 

Narrative/poetry  

 My Family and 
Me/Plants 

Here I am  
Peterborough/Season
al Changes 

Where We Are  
UK/Everyday Materials 

History of Transport  Homes Through 
Time/Animals 

There You Are/Plants  
Continents/Humans  

Year 1  Monkey Puzzle – Julia 
Donaldson  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dogger – Shirley Hughes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Billy and the Beast – Nadia 
Shireen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Traction Man is Here – 
Mini Grey  

 

Bog Baby – Jeane Willis 

 
 
The Comet – Joe Todd-
Stanton 

Little Glow – Katie 
Sohota 

 
 
Gorilla -  Anthony 
Browne 
 

The Secret Sky Garden  

 
Poles Apart – Jeanne 
Willis 
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Ruby’s Worry – Tom 
Percival 
 

 
 
 

That Rabbit Belongs to 
Emily Brown – Cressida 
Cowell 

Stick Man - Julia Donaldson  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Coming to England – 
Floella Benjamin  

 
Three Little Pigs 

 
 

 
Chocolate Cake – 
Michael Rosen  

 

Where the Wild 
Things Are – 
Maurice Sendak  
 

The Invisible Tom 
Percival  

 
 

Writing 
Focus  

Non-chron report  Narrative  Newspaper/biography Persuasive letter Descriptive 
writing/Non-chron 
report  

Poetry/Narrative 
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 Mini Mappers/Plant 
Growth  

Local History 
(Railway)/ 
Needs of Animals  

Great Fire of 
London/Uses of 
everyday materials  

Hot and Cold Deserts River, Seas and 
Oceans  

Explorers  

Year 2  The Last Wolf – Mini 
Grey  
 

 
The Velveteen 
Rabbit- Margery 
Williams  
 
 

Anna Hibiscus Song  

Yucky Worms – Vivian 
French  

 
The Night Gardener – 
The Fan Brothers  

 
 
 
 
 

Katie in London – James 
Mayhew 

 
Six Dinner Sid – Inga 
Moore  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Freedom Soup  

 
The Wonder – Faye 
Hanson  

 
 
 
 
 

The Storm Whale- 
Benji Davis  

 
 
The Bear and the 
Piano – David 
Litchfield  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lighthouse 
Keepers Lunch – Ronda 
and David Armitage  

 
The Day the Crayons 
Quit – Oliver Jeffers 
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One Snowy Night – 
Nick Butterworth  

 
 
 
 

The Beasties – Jenny 
Nimmo  

 
 
 

Our Towers – Joseph 
Coelho 

 
 
 

The Proudest Blue 
– Ibthihaj 

Muhammad  
 

Dear Earth – Isabel 
Otter 

 
The Owls Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark – Jill 
Tomlinson (moving into 
DR text)  
 

 
 
 

Writing 
Focus  

Explanation text, 
instructions 

Narrative/Persuasive leaflet Newspaper report/Poetry  Biography  Narrative 
diary/Persuasive  

Narrative/Explanation 
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 Autumn 1  
Prehistoric Britain 
(Stone Age – History 
Unit) 

Autumn 2  
Prehistoric Britain 
(Stone Age – History 
Unit) 

Spring 1 
Ancient Egypt (History) 

Spring 2 
Ancient Egypt (History)  

Summer 1 
Ancient Greece 
(History) 

Summer 2 
Ancient Greece 
(History)   

Year 3 1 Week (Introduction to 
DR – no text)  
Stone Age Boy – Satoshi 
Kitamura  
(2 weeks)  

 
 
DK Find Out Stone Age 
Boy (4 weeks) 

 

The Stolen Spear (end of 
term) – Saviour Pirotta 

 
 

Marcy and the Riddle of the 
Sphinx – 3 weeks Joe Todd-
Stanton 

 
So you Think You’ve got it 
Bad? (4 weeks) – Chae 
Straith 

The Story of Tutankhamun 
(3 weeks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flat Stanley and the Great 
Egyptian Grave Robbery (2 
weeks) 

Greek Myths – Marcia 
Williams (3 weeks) 

 
The Armpit of Doom – 
Kenn Nesbitt (2 weeks)  

Who let the Gods 
Out – Maz Evans 
(end of term)  

Writing 
Focus  

Non-chron 
report/Instruction/ 

Narrative Newspaper/Non-chron report  Narrative (Rainbow Bear) Explanation 
Text/Biography 

Narrative/poetry  
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 Ancient Maya 
(History)  

Ancient Maya  
(History)  

Early Islamic Civilisation Early Islamic Civilisation Romans in Britain 
(History)  

Romans in Britain  
(History)   

Year 4 Oh Maya Gods! 
Maz Evans (3 weeks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Story of 
Chocolate – Alex 
Woolf  (3 weeks) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh Maya Gods (end of 
term) 

What the Macaw Saw – 
Charlotte Guillain (2 
weeks) 
 

 

Varjak Paw 
 
  

Varjak Paw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Great Britons who 
changed the world: 
Imogen Russell – 
William 

 
 
 

My Family and other 
Romans (4 weeks)  

The Boy in the Back 
of the Class – Onjali 
Rauf  

 
 

The Boy in the 
Back of the Class 
– Onjali Rauf  

 
On the Move – 
Poems 
Michael Rosen 
(selected poems 
only)  

Writing 
Focus  

Non-chron report  Narrative  Newspaper/biography Persuasive letter Descriptive writing/Non-
chron report  

Poetry/Narrative 
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   Space Explorers Space Explorers Young Explorers   

Year 5  King Arthur and the 
Knights of the Round 
Table (2 weeks) 

 
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe – 
C.S. Lewis (4 weeks) 

 
 
 
 

Explore! Fair Trade (3 
weeks) 

 
The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe – C.S. 
Lewis (end of term). 
 

 

The Barnabus Project – 
Eric Fan (3 weeks) 

 
Cosmic: Frank Cottrell - 
Boyce 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Cosmic: Frank Cottrell – 
Boyce (end of term) 

 

Lost Whale 
2023/2024 Academic 
Year  
2024/2025 Return to 
Last Bear  

 

Lost Whale/Last 
Bear 

 
 
 
Bright Bursts of 
colour – Matt 
Goodfellow  

Writing 
Focus  

Explanation text, 
instructions 

Narrative/Persuasive leaflet Newspaper report/Poetry  Biography  Narrative diary/Persuasive  Narrative/Explanation 
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 World War 2 World War 2 Quest for Knowledge Quest for Knowledge  Power, Empire and 
Democracy  

Power, Empire 
and Democracy 

Year 6 Lion and the Unicorn 
– (2 weeks) 

Rose 

Blanche (2 weeks)  

 
Goodnight Mr Tom (2 
weeks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
(End of term)  

 

Short Extracts from a 
range of texts and genres 
to promote fluency.  
SAT’s focus.  

Short Extracts from a 
range of texts and 
genres to promote 
fluency.  
SAT’s focus. 

SATs Preparation – 
No core DR. Short 
Extract Text Focus 
Only (PIXL) 
 
 
Black Dog – Levi 
Pinfold (2 weeks) 

 
Nelson Mandela – 
Long Walk to 
Freedom (2 weeks)  

Amari and the 
Night Brothers  
B.B. Alston 

 
 
 

Writing 
Focus  

Explanation text, 
instructions 

Narrative/ Christmas Poem Recounts (letters, newspapers) 
 

Explanation text/Persuasive 
script 

  

 


